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Failte to the 45t h  Droim Ratha Na Sarsefl 
AGM. I consider that this has been yet another 
successfully progressive chapter  in  the  
Sarsfields’  history. Today  I hope to recognise 
the notable moments,  set  out  where  we  hope  
to  go  to  in  2018,  but most importantly  I  pay  
tribute  to  each  and  every  club  volunteer  
during 2017.

I consider it a source of quiet satisfaction that 
our members are not in it for the glory. If they 
are, they’re at the wrong club. However, it is just 
reward for our dedication to pick up silverware 
as we stride for development of our youth and 
members generally. Your time at this club is to 
be  enjoyed, to make friendships, to go home 
happy.

We went home happy from Eskra. Happy 

having won our first Reserve Championship 
since 1999. Indeed a few went home happy 
after the ‘Monday Club’ the following day. In 
this success I pay tribute to our playing panel  
and their coac hes. A certain man once told me 
that Reserve and Senior teams are symbiotic, if 
one is successful, that pushes the other  team 
on. That certainly  was the case this year, with 
the Reserves going unbeaten in the League 
and Championship. Likewise, I consider it a 
successful season for the senior s. I think Paddy 
Griffin pointed it out to me that we were the 
highest scorers in Tyrone.

During his 3 year tenure, Gags brought us up 
the table where he said he would. I am truly sad 
that he decided it was time to go, and not just 
because when we’re out drinking all he talks 
about is football. But where Gags has left us, 
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senior panel please do this justice, and push 
yourselves on to the next level. I want to thank 
the coaching team and their loyal supporters. 
We will give you more to cheer about.

And by no means were the Senior Ladies any 
different  from  our  men, apart from the obvious 
sense. They are the history makers in  this club. 
I remember well their first final in October 
2004 and now Seamus Woods leads them  to 
Senior Football. With that blend of youth and 
experience, we have every confidence in your 
future.

Our youth section remains our bedrock. 
Every Saturday morning, our front of house 
receptionists count over 100 kids through the 
gates. An hour earlier, the under 8 mob have 
left to terrorise some rural community. An 
hour later, the dedicated volunteer coaches 
need a Saturday siesta. We must be proud of 
our young athletes and continue to encourage 
and develop them. Yes, we must be watchful, 
but the key is their behaviour and enjoyment. A 
huge thank you to players, parents and coaches 
across all codes which we equally promote with 
pride.

Skipping across other facets of the club 
does not do them just ice. Our grounds and 
clubrooms are immaculate, please continue to 
show respect at all times. Thank you to all user 
groups whom we invite to share our facilities. 
Pay tribute to those volunteers who look after 
this place when no-one else realises it. I thank 

our kind sponsors for their unfailing support.
I thank our Priests. We already miss our Parish 
Priest Monsignor Donnelly. He was a true 
friend to all within the parish community. We 
wish him a peaceful retirem nt. I thank all of 
our helpers and sub-committees. This is where 
I want to see continued collaboration in 2018. 
The general structures are there, but pull them 
together and move forward. Again I thank all on 
the Committee for their support, in particular 
our non-stop Secretary and our extra-viligant 
Treasurer.

I pay tribute and prayer to those whom we have 
lost during the past year and tender best wishes 
to families suffering illnesses of any kind.
This club is on an upward curve, led by our 
Presidents, our committee, coaches, supporters, 
players and 500 members.

We are all in this together, appreciate what 
we have achieved. To the next level we go, in 
everything we do.

Is Mise Le Meas,
Adrian O Cathain





The Droim Ratha membership for 2017 
continues to stand around the 500 number, 
sustaining our position within the top 12 Clubs 
in the County. The continuing stability of our 
membership is testimony to everyone involved 
and in particular to Mary Maguire whom I thank 
for the huge effort and time she puts into 
registering every member, as well as continually 
processing the Player Injury Claims ongoing.

Our Senior & Reserve teams prepared again 
for pre-season under the charge of manager 
Conor Gallagher, along with Michael Rodgers, 
Barry McLaughlin, Darren Baxter and Michael 
Gallagher. The Seniors exited the Championship 
at the hands of Fintona in the first round but 
a positive and productive league campaign 
resulted in the them qualifying for the 

promotion play-offs, wherein they just fell short 
in Derrytresk, The Reserves remained unbeaten 
throughout their League & Championship 
campaigns until the final play-off game v Owen 
Roes. The team beat Errigal III’s in the final of 
the Championship, attaining much deserved 
silverware, a fitting tribute to the commitment 
and endeavor put in throughout the Season 
by all involved. Both teams challenged well 
throughout the year amassing some great 
results with the inclusion of a number of minor 
players giving a productive mix of both youth 
and experience. Sincere thanks are extended to 
all of the players for their input and commitment 
throughout the 2017 Season. I would like to 
convey sincere and heartfelt thanks to Conor 
Gallagher and his backroom team for the 
commitment, time, effort and energy put in 
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both this year and the two previous. They 
have brought about great enthusiasm and 
progressiveness to all our players and have 
instilled in them a clear sense of will to win and 
accomplishment. Gratitude is also extended 
to those supporters and match day assistants 
who showed great resolve and dedication all 
Season, both home and away and to all those 
who helped in any way in the preparations of 
our teams. My thanks also must go to Sally’s 
of Omagh & Modern Tyres for their continued 
support of our Senior & Reserve teams. 

All our Ladies teams continued to represent 
the Club with great pride this year. The Seniors 
qualified for both the League & Championship 
Finals v Aghyaran and in doing so, gained 
promotion to Senior football for the 2018 
Season. This is a massive achievement for this 
hardworking group of girls whose commitment 
and hard work has certainly payed dividends this 
year. Their efforts and meticulous preparation 
has reaped the rewards they truly deserve.

Our Minors, U’16 & U’14 girls once again made 
fantastic representation in both league and 
championship this season and competed 

commendably in their respective higher grades. 
All these teams continue to go from strength to 
strength and their enthusiasm and commitment 
is admirable.  These girls continually represent 
the Club across the County with great pride, 
dignity and enthusiasm and I thank them 
sincerely along with their dedicated coaches.

The younger age groups also continued to 
feature well in their respective competitions 
and blitzes throughout the year, competing 
strongly and more importantly having fun along 
the way.

Sincere appreciation is extended to all those 
involved in Ladies football, the coaches, 
backroom support, catering ladies, sponsors 
etc. as all the teams continue to flourish and 
develop successfully and go from strength to 
strength each year. My congratulations are also 
extended to all those girls who represented the 
club in various County teams, school teams & 
development squads throughout 2017.   

It would be remiss of me not to pay mention to 
Neamh & Joanne and extend congratulations to 
both of them. To Neamh, for her achievements, 
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not only in captaining Tyrone Senior Ladies to 
an Ulster title and subsequent competing in the 
Intermediate All Ireland Final but also for her 
achievements with Northern Ireland Netball 
and her All Star Nominations. Neamh is a true 
inspiration and fabulous role model to all in 
Drumragh and continues to share her time 
and experience unselfishly. To Joanne who also 
achieved an Ulster title with Tyrone Senior ladies 
and helped UUJ to an All Ireland league title last 
month. Another inspirational figure within the 
Club and one who will be a true leader in the 
future. I thank both ladies for their contribution 
ongoing. 

Youth competitions overall proved once again 
the continual development and progress of our 
teams. The Minor’s began their Grade II season 
in March and further player integration into 
the Senior and Reserve teams, proved a vital 
stepping stone for a lot of these lads and they 
stood up to the task in hand most impressively, 
making a massive contribution. 

The U16 boys also competed strongly this year 
in Grade 2. The team made the Semi-final of the 

League and Quarter-Final of the Championship, 
losing to Errigal Ciaran on both occasions. The 
noticeable development and maturity of this 
team is testament to everyone involved, both 
players and management and this group along 
with the minors are a vital cog in the ongoing 
process of progressing this Club to competing 
at Senior Football in the future.

Our Under 14’s and Under 13’s also progressed 
well in their respective competitions, with the 
new format U’13 competition proving to be 
disappointing in it’s set-up logistically. 

Hurling in Drumragh continued to make small 
but progressive steps this year under the 
guidance of Mark McLaughlin assisted by Joseph 
McCrystall. Mark has continued to develop this 
beautiful game throughout the younger age 
groups with his small group of helpers and it 
is vital that we, as a Club, continue to support 
its growth and development in the years ahead. 
Participation in local Hurling blitzes has brought 
great pride and joy to our young hurlers who 
take part with great enthusiasm, pride and 
will to win. Mark and his team of helpers also 



brought about the very successful Youth Fun 
Day this year and I extend thanks to all of those 
who assisted in any way on and before the day. 
The input of all the youth coaches has ensured 
that the future of Youth games in Drumragh 
is stronger than ever. Go Games blitzes, 
tournaments & competitions provide our 
younger teams with a strong sense of identity, 
pride and team effort, qualities that they will 
hopefully carry with them throughout their 
future years. The younger age groups on the 
other hand continue to thrive on the buzz that 
Saturday morning training sessions bring to 
their lives. 

Heartfelt thanks are extended to all those 
coaches and mentors involved with the teams 
this year and who, since early in the year have 
continually given of their time and expertise to 
keep the youth sector alive and thriving. 
I would like to also, at this point, pay mention to 
all those young men who have represented the 
Club on successful school, college & Acadamh 
Thir Eoghain teams this year. A particular 
mention goes to Aaron Montgomery who was 
part of the U’17 team that brought Ulster & All 
Ireland titles to the County this year, a first ever 

for this age group and one that will be marked in 
history. Aaron always represents the Club with 
great pride and dignity and I thank him for this 
and wish him every success in the years ahead. 

The Gaelic 4 Mothers & Others initiative 
continues strongly within the Club and we 
encourage more participants to ensure its 
success ongoing. Thanks again to those who 
take time out to organise training and to those 
who strive to take part on a regular basis in 
various blitzes and competitions. 

On the culture front, I’d like to thank the mentors 
and participants in both Scór Na nÓg and Scór 
Sinséar. The Comhaltas Group continues to 
nurture the already strong relationship between 
our club and traditional music, producing top 
level competitors and musicians ongoing. My 
thanks are extended to everyone involved 
in promoting Culture within the Club and 
ensuring that Drumragh’s strong Culture ethos 
is nourished and grown. The development of 
Culture and the Irish Language should continue 
to be encouraged and developed proudly. 

Ongoing development which is now nearing an 
end continues to transform our facilities and has 
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left us with a legacy to be carried into the future. 
I would ask all members to gratefully respect 
what is here now for their use and enjoyment 
and if possible assist with its caretaking and 
maintenance ongoing. To date the facilities here 
have been central to various cross community 
events and the upstairs hall here is currently 
home to outside user groups on a regular basis. 
We are currently accommodating facets of the 
“Winter Programme” including Pilates, Boxercise 
& Circuits, something for everyone. We hope to 
build on this and create a user-friendly facility 
at the hub of the community for years to come.  

Various fundraisers throughout the year, 
including the Auction, Golf Classic, Big Breakfast 
& 10K have brought in much needed income 
and your support for all events ongoing is 
vital to our survival as a Club. We go into 2018 
expecting increased costs across all facets 
of the Club, bringing about more financial 
pressure, to which, as a collective, we must all 
contribute. Thanks are extended to all those 
who have helped bring about all fundraising 
events this year and to those who supported 
them in any way. Appreciation must also go to 
all of our Club Sponsors who give so generously 

on a regular basis and without whom we would 
not be able to deliver the facilites currently on 
offer here at Clanabogan. I ask you to, where 
possible, support those who support us.

The ongoing promotion of our games and 
events both in the written and social media 
outlets is vital and recognized throughout the 
County. Special thanks must go to our PRO and 
Communications group for ensuring our Club 
accomplishes as much coverage as possible. 

On a personal note, I offer my congratulations 
to those Club members who have experienced 
the joy of new births, engagements and 
marriages over this past year. I also offer sincere 
and heartfelt sympathy to all those who have 
suffered the loss of precious loved ones and 
family. I’d like to extend personal best wishes 
to Monsignor Donnelly on his recent retirement 
and wish him well in the years ahead. Monsignor 
Donnelly has been a dear friend and guiding 
influence to all within the Droim Ratha Club and 
he will be truly missed by everyone. Finally, I’d 
also like to personally thank all of you for your 
support and assistance throughout this past 
year in my role as Secretary. 



Events hosted in 2017 include:
• Foundation Award Course - 28-01-2017
• Coaching Meetings - 27-02-2017 & 13-03-2017
• Activate Warm-up - 27-03-2017
• Ryan Daly - 24-04-2017

Pratical Developments include:
(1) - new procedure for communications with 
parents & guardians
(2) - Distribution of coaching drill documentation
(3) - Compilation of a comprehensive Coaching 
Manual:
 • Detailing the long term player pathway  
 4-18 years
 • Targets within each age group
 • Expectations of coaches, players and  
 supporters
 • The End Product: characteristics and  
 skills of the type of player we want to  
 produce
 • Child protection procedures

Priorities for 2018 include:
(1) - to put this manual online i.e. Coaching 
section on the top toolbar of our website
(2) - to reach the point where all our coaches 
at all age groups are working to an agreed 
programme and to a set of agreed principles
(3) - To increase the number of available coaches

Upcoming events include: 
(1) - Ladies Foundation Coaching Award on 09-
12-2017
(2) - Foundation Award in January 2018

Role of Coaching Officer: The officer will 
coordinate the activities of the club coaches 
and managers to provide a safe, smooth and 
rewarding progression for all its players from U8 
to Senior through the Path to Elite Performance. 
To acheive this, the Club Coaching Officer will 
arrange periodic meetings of all coaches and 
managers as a sub-committee of the Club.
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Preseason for the 2017 campaign began in 
early January with a supervised strength & 
conditioning. This took place on Tuesdays and 
Fridays together with a running programme on 
Sunday mornings at Youth Sport or Gortin Glens 
Forest Park. Pitch based training commenced in 
February at Clanabogan Park and we played a 
number of challenge games.

The ACL began on Sunday 9th April and ended 
on Saturday 14th October. We finished on 21pts 
in 5th position securing a play-off place, losing 
out to Derrytresk. P16 W10 L5 D1 21Pts

In the Junior Championship we lost out at the 
first round stage after a very disappointing 
display against Fintona. 

The reserve team had a very successful season. 
They were unbeaten in the league and won the 
championship. They just came up short in a bid 
to do the double against a very strong Owen 
Roes side in the league final.

During the season the senior team played 18 
competitive games, several challenge games 
and were together approximately for 80 plus 
training sessions. The adult teams have made 
a steady progress over the past three years. It 

was our ambition to improve the culture within 
the group regarding preparation, organisation 
and performance. Despite achieving that to a 
large extent the ultimate objective intermediate 
status was not achieved. Hopefully the boys can 
kick on and with and achieve that next season. 

On behalf of the players and management I 
would like to thank anyone who has helped 
support the adult teams in any way both on 
and off the field.  A special word of thanks to all 
who provided the teams with food after training 
and games. Thanks should also be extended to 
our sponsors Sallys and Modern Tyres for their 
continued support.

I have felt proud and privileged to have been 
given the opportunity to coach the adult teams 
over the last three years. It has been both 
challenging and rewarding.  I would like to 
thank the players for their commitment over 
the last three years. Thanks also to Mickey 
Rodgers, Darren Baxter, Adrian O Kane, 
Barry Mc Laughlin, James Kirwan and Mickey 
Gallagher for their hard work and invaluable 
support. I am also grateful to the committee 
and everyone involved with the club for their 
support throughout. 

ADULT FOOTBALL REPORT

15Droim Ratha Na Sarseil



2017 was an exciting year for Drumragh Ladies 
as it saw our Senior Ladies promoted to Senior 
football for the first time in the club’s history. 
2016 was our first year in Intermediate Football 
and two seasons later, senior football awaits.

The Senior Ladies began training at the 
beginning of February under the guidance 
of Seamus Woods, and played intermediate 
football for the second consecutive year. As 
always we have a relatively small number of 
adult players and we were heavily reliant on the 
younger members of the club to step up and 
play adult football. 

We defeated Omagh in the Championship 
quarter final on a score line of 3-10 to 1-7, 
Loughmacrory in the Semi-final 1-8 to 1-7 
and we lost out to Aghyaran in both the 
Intermediate Championship and league finals. 
In the Championship we were defeated by a 
more composed and clinical team and the game 
finished 4-10 to 2-10. However, the league final 
was controversial as we were unquestionably a 
better team on the day but unfortunately a few 
refereeing decisions had a huge bearing on the 

final result; the game finished 1-12 to 4-8. 

The senior ladies played 8 league games in total, 
winning 6 and losing 2. At the beginning of the 
year our target was to retain our Intermediate 
status and to get past Omagh in the first round 
of the Championship. We certainly achieved 
and surpassed this!

Many thanks to Seamus Woods for his 
commitment in taking the senior ladies. We 
greatly appreciate his support and guidance. 

This season again proved to be an excellent 
transition year for some of our youth members 
who graduated to play at adult level; their 
contribution to the senior team is invaluable 
and we are extremely optimistic about the 
future. 

The minor ladies had a promising season in 
Grade 2; they played 7 league games in total, 
winning 3 and losing 4 and lost out in the 
championship ¼ final to Edendork.  This was 
a young minor team with many u14 and u16 
players. A big thanks to Malachy Keenan and 
Leah Quinn for coaching this team. 

LADIES REPORT
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The U16 girls played 8 league games, won 3, 
drew 1 and lost 4. They lost out to a strong 
Coalisland team in the championship1/4 final. 
Again this too was a young u16 team, composed 
mainly of u14 players.  

The U14 Girls had a very promising season; they 
played 9 league games, won 6 and lost 3. They 
defeated Moortown in the championship ¼ final 
and lost out to Moy in the semi-final. This again 
was a transition year with a number of u12s 
getting their first taste of competitive football. 
Many thanks to Joanne Barrett and Clare Mc 
Gread for coaching this team. 

The U12’s continued to make excellent progress 
in 2017, and played in all scheduled Go Games 
as well as various challenge games. Thanks 
to Clare Mc Gread, Aidy O’Kane and Conor 
Gallagher for their coaching and assistance. 

There aren’t many clubs who can say that their 
club chairman and senior mens’ manager are 
also coaching the U12 girls! The U12 girls also 
enjoyed a trip to Todds Leap and many thanks 
to Aidy for organising. 

The U10’s similarly participated in all scheduled 
Go games blitzes. Aidy O’Kane, Clare Mc Gread, 
Ciaran Mc Caughey, John Clarke and Tresaine 
Mc Anenly took charge of this age group. 

The U8 girls also participated in many Tyrone 
Go Games blitzes throughout the season. Many 
thanks to Stephen Maguire, Barry Cox, Mick 
Hurley, Martin Stewart and Sinead Dolan for 
taking charge of this age group. 

A massive thanks to the volunteers who 
contribute in any way to Drumragh Ladies, 
from those who transport children to games, 
support the girls, wash kits, provide tea, take 



training, and facilitate the hosting of games; 
your contribution is hugely appreciated. There 
are so many jobs behind the scenes which 
people don’t always see. Of course, we are 
always looking for more helping hands to share 
the work load.

Drumragh is hosting a Ladies FUNdamentals 
coaching course next Saturday (9th December) 
from 10am-4pm. This course is free of charge 
and is an excellent opportunity for anyone over 
the age of 16 to gain a coaching qualification. 
This course usually costs £15. I would encourage 
as many as possible to avail of this opportunity. 

We had numerous girls selected to represent 
Tyrone in 2017; we had representation on the 
Minor, U21, and Senior Tyrone squads. The 
minor and senior won their respective Ulster 
Championships and the senior ladies reached 
the All-Ireland Final. On a personal note, many 

thanks to the club for your support in the lead 
up to and on the day of the final. It was greatly 
appreciated. 

The key challenge for us in 2018 is to extend 
the number of ladies coaches. We are currently 
relying on a small pool of coaches to cover all 
age groups from Gaelic Start up to senior level. 
This is a major concern and I am making a plea 
to all those here to consider helping out in some 
way with ladies teams, and/or persuade others 
to do so. 

2017 has seen continued success and 
development for Drumragh Ladies, and this 
success is testament to the continued effort, 
commitment and hard work of our existing 
ladies committee, players, coaches and parents. 
We look forward to building on this success in 
2018. 

Neamh Woods (Ladies Secretary)
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2017 was a great year for the G4MO ladies.  We 
started the season in February with an 8 week 
circuit training programme.  A few news articles 
in the local papers and Omagh Today helped 
promote the circuits and attracted new players 
to the squad.

Camaraderie with the new girls was built over 
those winter nights and after Easter we started 
outdoor football training refreshed and with a 
good level of fitness thanks to James Kirwan’s 
excellent circuit training regime.  We are 
grateful that James agreed to stay with us when 
we moved outdoors and we thank him for his 
dedication over the year.  James quickly bought 
into the ethos of G4MO by making sure our 
training sessions were fun whilst building our 
confidence, fitness and football skills levels.  We 
learned a lot and so did James!  

This year we welcomed Saval and Newry Bosco 
to Clanabogan Park and we travelled to Kileeshil 
and to the Ulster G4MO Blitz in Saval.  We thank 
Peter and Ciaran Donaghey who referred our 
2 home games and the Club for their ongoing 
support.  

As has now become a tradition G4MO 
participated in the National Blitz in Naomh 

Mearnog, Portmarnock in October.  This year we 
played teams from Dublin, Galway and Meath.  
Our green and white supporter’s team certainly 
added to the occasion and made themselves 
seen and heard on the sideline much to the 
enjoyment of referees and the other teams. 

On 25 November 2017 G4MO hosted a very 
enjoyable 80’s night in the Club.  We thank 
the Club for the use of the hall and to Jim 
McGread, Peter Doherty and Kieran O’Kane 
who helped us set up.  We also want to record 
the excellent support and assistance of the staff 
from CBS after their event that afternoon.  We 
are very grateful to all the Club members who 
supported the event in any way.  This night 
raised a substantial amount of money for Care 
for Cancer. 

Gaelic 4 Mothers and Others is all-inclusive 
and welcomes women over the age of 18 
who do not play any form of competitive club 
football.  Training sessions are fun orientated 
with the focus on learning the skills of our 
game, developing social skills and providing an 
opportunity for women to be physically active.  

New players are always welcome.
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This past year has seen the consolidation of 
hurling/camogie within the club. In the absence 
of any formal league set up as of yet (discussions 
ongoing regarding this matter), both age groups 
continue to enthusiastically attend training 
regularly. They have also had the opportunity to 
take part in blitzes organised by neighbouring 
clubs Eire Og and Killyclogher. This allowed 
our member to demonstrate their improving 
skills and understanding of the game as well as 
getting the feel for competitive hurling. 

A decision was taken, albeit late in the summer, 
to organise a one day hurling/camogie camp. 
Unfortunately the event fell foul of the heavy 
rain in August. 

A Fun Day was held in September, kindly 
sponsored by Cassidy Windows, with aspirations 
of getting those children who don’t attend 
hurling/camogie training to lift the ash and have 
a go. The positive attitude of the children was 
very encouraging, with our members embracing 
the chance to try something new. Peadar Kerr, 
County Hurling Development Officer, also was 
on hand to offer words of encouragement to 
parents regarding volunteering and upcoming 
Foundation Courses.

During the autumn/winter season the hurling/
camogie group split into two, with the younger 
group moving inside on a Wednesday evening 
and the older group continuing outside. Poor 

weather conditions throughout this latter part 
of the year severely restricted opportunities for 
the older group to play on the training pitch, 
but our younger group continued to avail of the 
chance to continue training indoors until late 
November. Thanks must go to the parents for 
their support at these sessions.

In October, Martin Fogarty, National Hurling 
Development Officer, was in Omagh to deliver 
two workshops. Two of our parents, Siobhan 
McGrath and Michael Colton bravely stepped 
forward attending the CBS workshop, an 
encouraging sign of things to come.  

Moving forward I see three important priorities 
in terms of hurling/camogie at our club: the 
partial integration of hurling/camogie into 
mainstream training on Saturday mornings; 
a concerted effort to enlist coaches/parents 
on foundation courses and revisiting the idea 
discussed at last year’s AGM of construction of 
a small 3G play area/ball wall area. 

Thank you to Joe McCrystal and Karen for 
your coaching support in the early part of the 
year. Thanks also to the club for continuing to 
support our hurlers. Thanks to our parents for 
transporting the kids to blitzes and enduring 
the weekly barrage of WhatsApp messages. 
We continue to strive for increased hurling 
development at the club and as ever appreciate 
your support in any shape or form. 

HURLING REPORT
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What a year 2017 has been for Drumragh 
ladies! Following our promotion to Intermediate 
football in 2016 it is quite an achievement to 
be promoted again this season to play Senior 
Football in 2018. Another first in our club’s 
history.
This year saw our senior team playing in Division 
2 for a second year.  Training began in February 
with Seamus Woods as manager.  The aim 
again this year was to integrate our younger 
players on to the senior panel.  This proved to 
be successful with many younger girls making 
their debut to senior football in 2017.
The Senior Championship campaign began with 
a Quarter final against Omagh in Killyclogher 
in July, defeating them 3-10 to 1-7. Two weeks 
later we were back in Killyclogher again playing 
Loughmacrory in a greatly competitive Semi-
Final which finished 1-8 to 1-7, securing our 
place in our first Intermediate Championship 
Final.  We were defeated in the Championship 
final by Aghyaran who were deserving winners 
on the day. 
The Senior Ladies League campaign began in 
May, playing within such a tight division, we set 
a target of retaining intermediate status in 2018.  

We certainly exceeded our own expectations 
come the end of the season! We played 8 
league game in total, winning 6 and losing 2. We 
finished in third position setting up a League 
Semi-Final with Donaghmore, with thanks 
particularly to all our younger girls we won by 
2 points and had made our second final of the 
year.  We faced Aghyaran again in the League 
final at end of October with unfortunately the 
same outcome. The girls can proudly say they 
gave it their all and were sadly let down by a few 
questionable decisions that went against them. 
We look forward to playing Senior Football in 
2018 and are very excited about the season 
ahead.
A special word of thanks to Seamus Woods who 
contributes so much of his time and attention 
to this senior team.
The minor ladies they played again in Division 
2 in 2017 and had a promising year considering 
this is a very young team with the majority of 
girls having at least 2/3 years left at minor age. 
The girls played 7 league games, winning 3 and 
losing 4. They lost out in the championship 
Quarter final to Edendork.  Thanks to Leah 
Quinn and Malachy Keenan who helped with 

LADIES REPORT



25Droim Ratha Na Sarseil

this age group.
The U16 girls began their league campaign in 
August playing at Grade 3.  They played 8 league 
games in total, winning 3, losing 4 and drawing 
1. They exited the championship with a loss to 
a strong Coalisland team in the championship 
Quarter final.  This was another very young side 
with most having another year or two left at this 
age group. The girls had some great displays of 
football this year and can take heart from this.  
Thanks to Neamh Woods who assisted this age 
group.
The U14 Girls played their football this year at 
Grade 3.  They played 9 league games, won 6 
and lost 3, finishing fourth on the league table. 
They defeated Moortown in the championship 
Quarter final and lost out to Moy in the semi-
final. Again, a very promising year for a young 
group of players. Thanks to Joanne Barrett and 
Clare McGread for their help with this team.

The U12’s played in all their scheduled Go 
Games in 2017 as well as various challenge 
games. Many thanks to Clare McGread, Aidy 
O’Kane and Conor Gallagher for assisting this 
age group.   A special word of thanks to Aidy for 
organising an end of year trip to Todd’s Leap. 
The U10’s also partook in all scheduled Go 
games blitzes. Thanks again to Aidy and Gaggs 
for helping with this age group.

U8 girls played in numerous Go Games blitzes 
in 2016.  A big thanks to Aidy O’Kane, Barry Cox, 
Stephen Maguire and Mick Hurley for all their 
assistance with these girls.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those who contributed to Ladies in 2017. 
Thanks to everyone who helped out in the 
background from washing jerseys, making 
tea, providing food, all those who transported 



players to games and all who supported the 
teams throughout the year. We are very lucky to 
have so many helping hands and I truly cannot 
thank these volunteers enough.  I would like to 
thank all our sponsors this year, in particular all 
those who were so generous in the lead up to 
both Senior Finals.  I would also like to mention 
all those who helped out at our Big Breakfast 
before our Championship Final, this proved to 
be a fantastic fundraiser and a lovely morning 
spent with club friends over breakfast.
I must also congratulate all players who were 
selected to represent Tyrone ladies in 2017. We 
are very proud to be represented on Minor, U21 
and Senior County panels.  Congratulations to 
Neamh and Joanne on winning a back to back 
Ulster Title in 2017, and on bringing such buzz 
and excitement to the club on the lead up to the 
All-Ireland Final.  We all had a great day watching 
proudly as you represented Drumragh so well 
in Croke Park. We are all incredibly proud of 
your achievements.  
Congratulations to Neamh who was nominated 
for a TG4 ladies Intermediate player of the year 
and Teamtalk award on the back of a great 
season with both club and county.  I must also 

mention her achievements on the netball court 
as part of a very successful Northern Ireland 
Netball team who came 2nd at the Europeans.  
Neamh will partake in the commonwealth 
games in Australia in April 2018.
A major challenge for us in 2018 is the provision 
of youth coaches in particular Ladies coaches. 
We in the Ladies section have very few coaches, 
we rely on the same people to stretch across all 
teams. This is a major commitment on behalf of 
these coaches and I am making a plea to others 
here to consider helping out.  With such talent 
within our club it is vital we continue to nurture 
it as best we can.  
I would like to thank the Ladies Committee for 
all their support this year in helping me with my 
role as Chairperson. Their continued support 
and assistance is sincerely appreciated.
We look forward to an exciting season ahead in 
2018 and hope to continue to grow and develop 
further with continued success.

Go raibh maith agaibh
Edel Meenagh
Chairperson of the Ladies Subcommittee
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PITCHES -
FDIMAC maintain the two pitches with the club agreeing to enhance its maintenance package 
with them following the very wet weather condition of 2016.  The service agreement runs from 
February to February, which includes cutting, verti-draining, top dressing, pest control, fertilizing 
and weeding.   The table below represents the pitch maintenance activities undertaken.

FIELD & GROUNDS REPORT
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REPAIRS -
The ground conditions both on the main pitch and the training pitch have continued to deteriorate 
through 2017. Both Charlie and I have recorded a further fall in the hollow areas of the pitch with 
the area immediately in from of the changing rooms continuing to cause concern.  
An assessment was made the 23/11/17.  The five main areas that need repair work carried out are:
• Turf repairs on main pitch goalmouths & penalty spot (110 sq metres including both 
goalmouths & penalty spots returfed with a sand based 25mm thick turf)
• Turf repairs on practice pitch (Turf repairs on practice pitch 85 sq metres including 
goalmouth closest to clubrooms & both penalty areas)
• Drainage issue in low spot on top right hand corner of main pitch looking up from car park 
(Drainage issue on low spot on main pitch. To dig out, bring drain to surface & returf 18sq mtrs)
• Drainage issue on low spot in practice pitch (Drainage issue on low spot on practice pitch. 
To dig out, bring drain to surface & returf 18sq mtrs)
• Area in front of the  changing rooms where flooding regularly occurs (further investigation 
of solution required) 

NETS -
A storm earlier in the year saw the catch nets and one of the large posts holding them up become 
badly damaged.  This was due to the more tightly spaced hurling nets being buffeted by the wind.  
The damage included a bent post and ripped netting.  Work to repair the netting and posts will be 
undertaken in the New Year.  
 
OTHER -
Given the need to alleviate the game pressure on the main pitch, it was agreed last year more youth 
matches should be played, where possible, on the training pitch.  However, the main challenges 
for the club in order to make this a reality are:
1. To create a safe and restricted fenced area for spectators to watch games from i.e. not on 
the touchline
2. To install two dug outs for players and management
3. To appoint a “Training Grounds Team” to be responsible for lining the training pitch for 
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Our home and development at Clanabogan 
Park has been an ongoing development during 
these past 16 years.

The scale of the development will require 
enhancements year on year as demands 
increase both from our own use as a Club and 
that of community use.  However, a greater 
need is the maintenance and respect of what 
we have created.  The introduction of a cleaning 
rota has been a tremendous help and all those 
involved are to be congratulated.

Many visitors using our facilities are extremely 
complimentary and we should all share and be 
proud of how far we have come in cementing 
into the community.  There is a tremendous 
amount of goodwill by a lot of individuals 
towards the club and it is up to each of us to 
maintain and enhance that.

Many small projects took place during the year 

but the main jobs were as follows:
• Completion of portacabin toilet usage to 

include new floor and covering, new cistern, 
hand basin and accessories.

• Painting of portacabin and roof newly 
covered with rubber.

• New steps for access to portacabin.
• New roof on shop trailer.
• New aluminium table for shop trailer.
• New gates to side of front turnstile.
• New fencing to side of front turnstile.
• New railings to stand

Jobs Presently known to be completed in 2018:
• Powerwashing of clubhouse.
• External painting of clubhouse and doors of 

turnstiles.
• Erect 2 dugouts on training pitch.
• Supply, erect and fit eight light fittings to 

enhance lighting to car park.
• Supply of electricity to turnstiles.

DEVELOPMENT REPORT
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• Supply of electricity to stand.
• Supply and fit seating to stand.
• Supply and connect gas fittings to burger 

hob in shop trailer.
• Shop trailer external to be cleaned up and 

fitted with new signage.
• A deep tidy of outdoor area with possible 

skip to be provided.
• Area to be identified for supply of our own 

turf.

• Tar covering at back of clubhouse.
• Fencing to be mended behind bottom goals 

of main pitch.
• With continued development, a tremendous 

legacy will be left for many generations to 
come but it will require all of us to support  
these ventures and together we can achieve 
the impossible.



Health and Well-Being is a relatively new 
aspect to club life: though something that has 
always been there in the background, it is now 
becoming more formalised at club, county, 
provincial and national level through a whole 
series of initiatives and programmes. Drumragh 
Sarsfields has not been found wanting in this 
regard thanks to the hard work and leadership 
of our Health & Well-Being Officer, Geraldine 
McLaughlin.

2017 saw a number of important events 
successfully undertaken. There was a series 
of workshops led by Fergus Cumiskey, Chief 
Executive of CONTACT N.I. aimed at raising 
awareness and knowledge of emotional well 
being and resilience both amongst our young 
members, coaches and parents. Drumragh 
Sarsfields would like to take this opportunity to 
again express our very since thanks to Fergus 
for all his hard work and inspiring contributions 
to these events. 

Another important event was the LIVE TO 
PLAY evening, designed to provide our young 
members with valuable road safety information. 
This involved a multi-agency approach and 
also direct participation by some of our young 
members and made a deep impression on all 
those who attended. LIVE TO PLAY is also one 
of the very successful programmes promoted 
by Ulster GAA. 

Finally a number of our members took part 

in a hugely enjoyable day-trip to Croke Park 
as part of an initiative designed to ensure the 
inclusion of older members of our community 
in the activities and life of our club, again as 
part of a nationwide programme. This event will 
hopefully be repeated in 2018, so keep an eye 
out for notices in relation to this to ensure that 
you get a seat! 

Looking forward to 2018, there is already the 
early seeds of an exciting programme linking 
in with priorities at County level but which 
will also be adapted to suit our own particular 
circumstances and needs here in Drumragh. 

Such developments include the re-focusing of 
the health and well-being agenda into a “healthy 
club” concept; addressing the rising concerns 
posed by the issue of problem gambling and 
strengthening the community of Healthy Club 
Officers within Tyrone to allow both for the 
organisation of shared events between clubs 
and as a forum for mutual support in our efforts. 

In conclusion however 2017 has overall seen 
Drumragh  Sarsfields  provide strong and 
positive leadership in the area of Health and 
Well –being ... go raibh maith agat, Geraldine!

An equally important and vital part of a 
healthy club environment is the role and work 
of Childrens Officer. Thanks are to be made 
to Siobhan Devine who assumed this role 
during 2017.The welfare and well being of our 
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young members is of paramount concern and 
Drumragh  Sarsfields continues to have one of 
the highest youth memberships amongst all 
clubs in Tyrone, making this work all the more 
important. 

This work is often quiet and in the background 
but is ongoing 365 days a year and therefore 
the effort and energy invested by Siobhan 
in this role deserves recognition. Drumragh 
Sarsfields has always prided itself on being a 
family friendly club and a key element of this 

is the creation of a safe environment where   
all our young people can feel supported and 
understood; this is indeed a responsibility which 
all club members share under the leadership of 
our Childrens Officer. 

The club has always sought to operate to the 
highest standards in looking after our young 
people and will resolve to continue to do so 
during 2018. Again, in conclusion, go raibh 
maith agat to Siobhan  for all her efforts and 
hard work during 2017.
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Scor Sinsear (3.2.17) in Newtownstewart - Solo 
singer Ryan Murphy through to Semi Final.  
Anthony Bradley, Brian McKenna, Dermot  
O’Kane and late substitute Eugene Duffy 
drafted in for the Quiz. Rosa Bradley traveled 
to Cookstown and qualified for the the Semi 
Final on her first appearance in the Solo singing 
having had already a successful few years in 
Ballad Groups 

17.2.17 in Aghabrack - Ryan Murphy 
unsuceessful but Rosa proceeded to final. Quiz. 
New entrant Paula McCann, Brian McKenna, 
A. Bradley and D.O’K. Unfortunately despite a 
good performance we were unsuccessful.

5.3.17 Final in Dun Uladh. Our sole 
representative, Rosa Bradley despite a faultless 
performance was not successful.

Eamon Pheonix delivered a series of Historical 
lectures in the Tara Centre in March and these 
were attended by Jim McGread, Brian McKenna 

and Dermot O’Kane. Brian and Dermot O’Kane  
also attended a talk by Peter Quinn in Garvaghey 
on the vexed subject of Brexit

Junior Scor started in October 2017 as usual and 
the club was represented in solo singing again 
by Shauna Kearney who progressed easily to he 
semi final singing The Holy Ground and playing 
guitar accompaniment. Shauna performed 
beautifully as usual in the semi final but did not 
proceed to the final which was disappointing 
for her but there was a huge number of soloists 
and the standard was extremely high as ever in 
this discipline. Next years will be Shauna’s last 
in Junior Scor and we discussed at a meeting 
in October the prospect of building a Ballad 
Group around her as she is such a steady and 
competent performer . We decided to plan for 
this starting at Easter as there is not enough 
time after the summer to have a ballad group 
ready for October .

CULTURE REPORT
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We had an entirely new Traditional Group this 
year comprising 5 members of the Mc Anenely 
family who despite a very high standard 
competed well against groups who were much 
older. The unusual combination of instruments 
including the harp and pipes and their well 
practised and lovely arrangements was well 
received . They performed beautifully in the 
final but on the night the standard was superb 
and an experienced Fintona group were the 
winners.

There were several expressions of interest 
from some younger members who may be in a 
position to participate in Scor next season.
Peter Donaghy participated as an adjudicator 
again in this cycle.

This year we benefitted from the location of the 
Comhaltas classes of late in the clubrooms and 

we hope this will continue despite their recent 
move .

Since there is now a dancing school using the 
Club Rooms we are hopeful that we could 
potentially have a dancing team in the near 
future .

Senior Scor will start early in 2018 .

We were grateful to the the Mc Governs and 
friends for representing the club at Monsignor 
Donnelly’s Presentation evening in November 
17



Motion 1 - Seamus Woods

That the club structures of Droim Ratha na Sarseil shall include a Youth Committee which shall 
have overall responsibility for youth affairs. The membership of this Youth Committee shall 
include a Youth Officer (elected), Childrens’ Officer, Coaching Officer (elected), a representative 
from the management of each underage team u12 – u18, a Hurling representative, a person 
with responsibility for Saturday morning coaching, a person with organisational responsibility for 
blitzes, and a representative from the Communications and Public Relations Sub-committee.

Motion 2 - Seamus Woods
Communications and Public Relations Sub-Committee
Motion: That the above named sub-committee be established to take responsibility for all aspects 
of the club’s interface with its stakeholders and the wider public. One of its members (minimum 5) 
will take lead responsibility for each of the following areas:
• Club Notes
• Website
• Press (photos, press releases etc)
• Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)
• Photography
• Noticeboard
• Newsletter
• Archive material
• Youtube
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Uachtaráin/President   
Currently: Mgr Donnelly, Eugene Duffy, Pat 
McGlone, Charlie Quinn, Dermot O’Kane, Mary 
Campbell
Nominated: No New Nominations

Cathaoirleach/Chairman   
Currently: Adrian O’Kane
Nominated: Adrian O’Kane

Leas-Cathaoirleach/Vice-Chairman
Currently: Patrick Gallagher
Nominated: Patrick Gallagher
Rúnaí/Secretary
Currently: Michelle Cox
Nominated: Michelle Cox

Leas-Rúnaí/Assistant -Secretary  
Currently: Mary Maguire
Nominated: Mary Maguire
Cisteoir/Treasurer   
Currently: Cathal Gormley
Nominated: Cathal Gormley

Leas-Cisteoir/ Assistant Treasurer 
Currently: Dympna Cleary
Nominated: Dympna Cleary

Oifigeach Forbartha/ Development Officer
Currently: Gerry McGurgan
Nominated: 

Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí / PRO
Currently: Rory Cox
Nominated: Rory Cox

Cláraitheoir/ Registrar 

Currently: Mary Maguire
Nominated: Mary Maguire

Health & Wellbeing Officer 
Currently: Geraldine McLaughlin
Nominated: Geraldine McLaughlin, Gerry 
Madden, Siobhan Devine & Angela Devine (As 
Part Of A Working Group-Other Interested 
Parties Invited To Join)  
 
County Committee Delegate (Not Open)
Currently: Patrick Gallagher 

Children’s Officer (Not Open)
Currently: Siobhan Devine

Oifigeach Oiliúna/Coaching Officer  
Currently: Seamus Woods
Nominated: Seamus Woods

2017 General Committee: 
Dermot O’Kane, Brendan Barrett, Jackie 
McSorley, Gerry Quinn, Paul Devine, Anthony 
McGale, Stephen Maguire, Cathal Gallagher, 
Joanne Barrett, Michael Gallagher, Joe Mulrine, 
Ciaran Donaghey, Anne Broderick, Caroline 
Boyle, Brian McKenna, Patrick Roche, Shane 
O’Neill, Siobhan Devine, John Clarke, Marian 
McKenna.  

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS
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Together
WE ARE STRONGER



 DRUMRAGH SARSFIELDS GAC
CLANABOGAN PARK, CLANABOGAN ROAD, OMAGH

COUNTY TYRONE, BT78 1SJ


